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yourselves in pure holy khaddar. When I think of Maulana
Mahomed All and still more of his bigger and bulkier brother,
Maulana Shaukat Ali, all dressed and drenched in their khaddar
costumes, and when I cast my glance over this vast audience, my
heart breaks again. You cannot get swaraj with a spirit such as
is exhibited here. The country expects you to give up your foreign
and fine clothing, your caps made of foreign cloth and your dhotis
made out of the fine foreign yarn. The country expects every man,
woman and child to spin away for all the time that he or she can
find at his or her disposal. Not until the message, the peaceful
and sacred message of the spinning-wheel has penetrated almost
every home of India is swaraj attainable by non-violent methods.
At this stage an interval of ten minutes was allowed for Mohammedans
to offer their evening prayer. Meanwhile silence was strictly observed at the
meeting. After the n&m&z Mahatmaji, continuing, said :
The spinning-wheel to me is a sign of our reviving prosperity
and a significance of self-confidence. The spinning-wheel is a sure
test of our assimilation of the spirit of non-violence. The spinning-
wheel is the common bond that will tie not only Mussulmans and
Hindus but all the other people professing other religions and who
are domiciled in India. The spinning-wheel is the symbol of the
chastity of the womanhood of India. In the absence of the
spinning-wheel I give you my testimony that thousands of our
poor sisters are giving themselves to a life of shame and degrada-
tion. The spinning-wheel is the widow's companion. And it was
the spinning-wheel which supplemented the slender resources of the
millions of the peasantry of India, It is the spinning-wheel which
has purified many a man before now; and the universal adoption of
the spinning-wheel in our homes means to me a complete demon-
stration of the fact that we have ceased to consider that the head
is the only thing we need care for. The spinning-wheel is there-
fore a demonstration to me that those who spin the wheel realize
the supreme dignity of labour. The spinning-wheel is the solace
of the untouchable whom we have hitherto so sinfully despised.
The spinning-wheel is the honourable substitute that can be pre-
sented to our fallen sisters throughout the length and breadth of
our land, and it is only when the spinning-wheel has found a sure
and established footing in our homes that it is possible for India to
embark upon mass civil disobedience. Not whilst our blood is
hot with rage, not whilst we are in a state of excitement can dis-
obedience be proclaimed in the land which can, by any stretch
of imagination, be called civil. If we want to spread throughout